
Leaked Jersey City Report Proves Berry Lane Park Still Toxic
By Tamara Gaskins (Ward F)

Environmental community groups in 
Jersey City are again alerting local residents 
and Governor Chris Christie about the ever-
p re s en t t ox i c and Frank en s t e in - l i k e 
construction going on at Berry Lane Park. 
According to the recently leaked Berry Lane 
Remediation Plan from 2012, the park’s 
toxic  cancer-causing waste (chromium VI) was 
never to be cleaned up after all.   City officials 
have long been lying that the park was fullu 
cleaned up. However, according to it’s own 
internal report prepared by the Jersey City 
Redevelopment Agency in 2012, Barry 
Lane’s  toxic waste was never slated to 
b e f u l l y re m e d i a t e d . Th e t o x i c 
chromium site  was to be capped. And 
while the report reflects the removal of many 
cubic feet of chromium from the future kid’s 
park, the report clearly shows that the City of 
Jersey City, PPG Industries and the 
NJDEP are going to leave thousands  of 
tons of toxic chromium waste under the 
kid’s  park deliberately and eventually 
exposing young minority children in the area to 
what many newly informed residents and 
families consider unacceptable and frankly 
shameful. 

“The city has been deliberately and 
maliciously lying to the Ward F community and 
the press  about Berry Lane Park and the City 
Council has conveniently buried their head in 
the sand desperately hoping that this kind of 
internal report never went public.  There is a lot 
of chromium, vanadium and lead still in 

the ground at Berry Park and all the cosmetic 
bandaids the City and NJDEP are trying to put 
over there doesn’t mitigate the reality that the 
park largely remains an unremediated toxic 
dump site that PPG Industries didn’t really 
w a n t t o f u l l y c l e a n u p b e c a u s e a  
comprehensive, community-monitored cleanup 
would cost them more than $40M.” 

PPG jumped in bed with the City of Jersey 
City (under the corrupt Healy administration) 
and basically is  trying to get away with another 
very unhealthy partial remediation and cap and 
end up saving themselves millions despite 
leaving the Ward F community and children 
with a toxic park that they are telling people 
and some of the park funders has been 
“cleaned up.” 

“Berry Lane is  a modern-day urban 
planning disaster predicated on a city planning 
initiative that should never have seen the light 
of day and the NJDEP is also one of the most 
irresponsible environmental parties  in the 
equation as  well because the NJDEP scientists 
continue to fund and allow the City and PPG 
to tell local residents that Berry Lane Park  was 
cleaned up.

According to the city plan, Berry Lane 
Park was  capped and never fully 
remediated. NJDEP’s chromum caps 
eventually and always fail and the Ward F 
community needs to be told the truth by the 
City and PPG before young minority athletes 
start splashing around on the fields unaware of 
what they are potentially being exposed to and 

taking home to their families.  Airborn 
chromium is the worst exposure. What 
informed parent would let their child play 
baseball on a field with unremediated 20 
parts-per million chromium, vanadium 
and lead toxins? Read the  report and be 
shocked!

Mayor Steve Fulop needs to finally show 
some real environmental leadership at this park 
before this  hot political football blows up in this 
face and foments the  beginning of the end of 
his political career in New Jersey because when 
Major League Baseball (MLB) and Governor 
Christie get wind of this looming urban 
planning disaster, it could be lights out on 
several levels for this project.

Fulop has always been keenly aware of 
how toxic Berry Lane Park is;  the City of 
Jersey City owns the park and Fulop knows 
what a bad corporate actor PPG Industties has 
been in Jersey City...particularly in Ward F. 

Informed residents finally now have the 
full report about Berry Lane Park and all the 
lies from PPG, the NJDEP and especially the 
City of Jersey City.  It’s  now been exposed on 
social media for the local and national press  to 
investigate more fully as well. Doesn’t the Fulop 
administration has a legal and moral 
responsiblity to finally just come clean about 
the “non-remediation of Berry Lane Park” 
before the lawsuits start flying against the park 
funders  and the deep pockets of Major League 
Baseball?

Capping another 
toxic dump site 
in Ward F to 
build a kid’s park 
like Berry Lane 
Park for young 
minority athletes 
is not even a 
“clean up.” It’s a 
cap. That’s 
called “sweeping 
it under the rug.”   
Caps fail and 
when that 
happens young 
athletes end up 
with deadly 
health problems 
that could have 
been avoided by 
better city 
panning and…
leadership!
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Bandaids over 
cancer doesn’t 

stop the eventual 
deaths!


